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Give ’em heedful Nore, 


For, I, mine Eyes, will rivet to their Face ; . 
That, (after) we may, Both, our Judgments Join, - 
In Cenfure of their Sceming. 


HAMLET. 





Tuespvay. DEECE 


MBER 23, 1739. 





T has fo long been a Cuftom, 
to cry out, againft the Taffe of 
the Town, that People, impli- 
citly, began to believe, that All 
thofe Difgraces of the Stage, 
 Thofe wild Triumphs of Folly, 
y We call’d EwrerrarnMENrs, 
FPRGFEW were the Choice, and Expecta- 
tion, of the Publick: and, that, NaTuRe, and 
SENSE, - being no longer underftood, at the Play- 
houfes, their Managers had been reduc’d toa Ne- 
ceflity of expelling them from the Thearre, and 
fupplying their Places, with Grimace, and Stupidity. 
‘But, The Acculation was very unjutt. --- The 
Town was io far from requiring this unmanly Con- 
defcenfion at the Hands of the Mawagers, that, the 
Managers, on the contrary, politically, impos’d it ou 
the Town: and, the plain Fact was, as follows. 
~Wuen, with the Return of King Charles the 





Second, there was a Refforationw, both of Wit, and 
of Monarchy, ‘The Parents, for eftablifhing TneE- 
ATRES, were the Confequences of Theatrical Ge- 
nius, in the Gentlemen, to whom they were granted : 
and, the D’avevants, and Killegrews, became but 
juftly poffels’d of a Power, they were pitteft to 
exercile. aie 

THEN, arofe the Great Acrors, whole Name 
are remember'd, with traditional Reverence! Then, 
the Stage was, (what it was meant tO be) the Em- 
pire of the Passtons! and, felf-fubfifting J RAGEDY, 
and CoMEpy, maintain’d the Dignity of their Cha- 
racters! —- The Play, that was Be/?, and belt aéfed, 
drew moft Company: and, Court, City, and Sub- 
urbs, concur’d, in a-Delight, that was juftified, 
by their Rea/ox. 

Hap thote Patests, therefore, determin’d, with 
the Lives of their Gravtees, Had they been limited 
(as certainly they ought to have been) to the Per- 
fonal Claim of thote Gentlemen, in Right of whofe 
Genius they were granted, ‘The Power, reverting 
continually to the Crows, Care wou'd ftill have 
been taken, to beftow it, afrefh, with View to the 
Original Motive, the Merit ot the Hand it wenr 
into. --- But Hereditary Rizht to be witty, being a 
falfe, and unmuaintainable Title, Thefe Epicrs 
for perpetuating JUDGMENT, fel/, (in the literal 
Senfe of the Word) to be ftock-job6’d into incapabie 
Hands: whence, a mercenary Difpoiition to make 
the moft of their Bargain, became the Chief Point 
of Sight, to thefe Beryers of an Opportunity to 
expofe their own Ignorance. 

AN immediate, and unavoidable Confequence, 
was, that, as the Good, Old, Actors dropd_ off, 
New, and Bad, Ones Mept into their Places: For, 
a Manager, without the requilite Genius, neither 
knew how to form Others, upon Principles, of 
Which Himfelf was quite ignorant;--- Neither could 
he judge, of their Merit, or Defects, in the Buii- 
nefs he had undertaken to manage: So, it follow’d, 
that the Women were diitinguiih’a, Oiiy, as tocy 
took Place, in his Iaclinatiox; and, the Mex, bur, 
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in PLays; -= The Beft were no longer felected, 
but, /uch only, as were fitteft to gratify the cox- 
ceited Infufficiency of {ome ambitious Self-Chéerifbers, 
among his Favourites, of both Sexes. 

In fo chang’d a Situation, It was by no’ Means 
a Wonder, ifthe Effed?s were found anfiverable to 
the Meafires.— Dull, Drawling, Spiritlefs, ‘Trage- 
dies, Light, Shameful, and Immoral, Comedies, not 
only written without Decency, but, aed, without 
Nature, {oon diminith’d the Delight, whicl had, 
(in abler Hands) fupported, and enliven’d, the 
Uheatres. Hence, the A/fiznees of this fallen Stock, 
perceiving daily more, and more, that They had: 
Jurprizingly miftaken their Talent, and were difap- 
pointed, inthe Plays, and the Players, upon whom 
They had greateft Dependance; ‘betook themfelves 
to Subjects, which were more adapted to their Ge- 
nius; and new-peopled the Stage, at once, with 
Monfters, Tumblers, Ladder-Dancers, Italian Sha- 
dows, DumbShew:, Buffoonery, and Noufex{e! 

SINCE, far the greater Number, of Mankind, 
can /augh, more learnedly than they can rhint, It 
is not in the leaft furprizing, that the unmeaning 
Multitude flow’d in; and, gave Succefs, to this 

; » gave Si S this 
bold Proftitution of the Mufe’s Manfion: and, from 
That Run, of Profit, which accrued, there prefently 
arolc a Competition, between Rival Theatres, wHosz 
scorn of Common Sente thou’d, moft flazitiou/ly, 
exert itfelf! 

I think, This Revolution, is of ancient Date ; for, 
It appears to have new-modell’d both the King’s, 
and the Déke’s, ‘Theatres, foonafter the Year 1680: 
and, fince Half a Century has, now, been pafs’d, in 
a Succeflion, of increas’d Abfurdities, It cannor, 
I prefume, be too unreafonable a Hope, thar Wir 
will have its Fubile. 

WHOEVER ferioufly reflects on this true Hiftory 
of the Stage’s Downfal, can charge it only on the 
ManacGers.---Suppofing Them incapable of better 
executing their ‘Truft, It feems indeed, an Erros 
of the Government, to have left itin unequal Hands: 
Bur, where Managers have Underftanding, Genero- 
fity, and Refolution, (which, I hope, may be the 
Caie, at pretent) Ic can be impured to no other 
Cauie, than their own Want ot dve Reflexion, if 
they {till continue in the Practice, of a Guilt; no 
longer profitable. 

‘Vo make good this Affertion, let it be confider’d, 
that the CHARGE of a Nigh#’s Acting, is, ( by 
Growth of Purpofes, Perfons, and Provifions, no 
way neceflary to the Flourifhing of Trazedy, and 
Comedy, in their higheft Perfection) now, more 
than DOUBLE what It need to be, fuppofing all 
‘Thofe WENsS cut off, tor reitoring Strength. “and 
Beauty, to the Body. --- This being granted, Ir re- 
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fo defpair’d of, fhou’d, methinks, excite the Spirit 
of a Patentee, of gencrous Sentiments, to dedicate, 
at leaft, oneSEAsON,:to fuch Zrial, of a Nation’s 
- Virtue. 

Tuus far, the MANAGERS have err’d; Thus 
far, they may atone their Errors. -— There remains 
a Power, (indeed, I think, a Duty) in the Town 
exclifive of the Managers, to ENCOURAGE, or 
CORRECT, the THEATRES. 

Ir, for Example, No Distixcrion fhou’d be 
made, between the obftinate Inflexibiliry. of fome 
incorrigible Whiners, on the Female Side the Houte, 
and that engaging Aptitude, that docile Inclination 
to improve, by weigh’d ApvicE, which has, of late, 
adorn’d ‘Miss HoLuipay, with a thoufand New 
Advantages, athoufand growing Graces in her 4ir, 
her nag Oe Spirit, and the Juftnefs of her Aim at 
Excellencies, of which fhe, once, was thought lefs 
capable, what Coldne/s muft this DiskEGarD, in 
AUDIENCEs, not throw, upon the Acror’s In- 
duftry ? -- The plain, and neceflary, Inference will 
be, --- that, fince the DociLE, andthe OnsTINATE, 
attract but equal Notice, It were Labour loft, to 
MEDITATE: and, what is Eafieft, will be thought 
moft Eligible. - 

Acain, --If, after all the Reafonings, ina for- 
mer PROMPTER, to make manifeft the Impropriety, 
the fhocking, ignorant, familiar Turbulence, of a 
dull Actor’s Spouting a SoLiLoQquy, in Face of 
Pit, and Boxes; and, out-puffimg, on a thoufand 
People, what the Poet bids him /peak, in feeming 
Solitudg;, becaufe He fhou’d ra tO THINK, 
(wot UTTER) it: --~ If, after, All That Wafte of 
Argument beftow’d, upon this Subject, fome, well- 
témper’d, and judicious, Actors, corrected the Ab- 
fardey, and form’d themfelves to the befriending 
Hint, with all the Beauty of remember’d Nature — 
Yet, have drawn upon their meritorious Modefty, 
no kinder Notice, than they.fee indulg’d, to /u/lez 
Infenfibility of Council, fo remov’d from a Defire 
to Benefit, by the Improvements of attentive [n- 
duftry, as to perfift, againft the Impulfe of Coxvic- 
tion, and obtrude Soliloquies, (like Declamations) in 
the Teeth of your undreaded Judgments ; --- In fuch 
a mortifying Inftance of the Town’s INDIFFERENCE, 
what. Motive can have Force to animate the Players, 
to Improvement ? --- Will they not, All conclude, 
You cannot feel, the Errors, you decline to NOTICE ? 

I recollect myfelf, amid{t this Application to the 
Influence of a wakeful Spirit in the Audience ; and 
acknowledge, I have been a Witnefs of fome late 
Exertions, in Both Kinds of Fuftice. --- Bur, a Due 
Applaufe of Excellence impreffing me mott {trongly, 
{ particulariZe, with no {mall Satisfaction, a nobly 
touching Scene between Macduff'and Lexox, where 
the foft, and paintul, Texderne/fes of afflicted Na- 
ture, are all felt, and utter’d, to Perfection, in an 
emulative Difplay of the moft mafterly Capacity, 
by Mr. Cibber, and Mr. Milward; And, This, the 
Audience is too ftrongly warm’d by, to be able to 
refift the Force of. ---I mutt alfo do the Town an- 
other Juftice, and proclaim their Proof of Ta/fte, in 
That Concurrence of Applaufe, whereby they 
noted the Judicioufnefs of Mr. Milward’s new- 
touch’d Beauties, in the whole Firft Act, of Hamlet. 

IF in the great World, Love of Praise is our 
ftrongeft, and moft univerfal Inceztive, we fhou’d 
ht it all its Influence, in That Epitome of the 

orld, a THEATRE; where, if Gentlemen, of 
Learning and Tafte, wou’d make it a Cuftom, to 
avow their Difcernment, by Clapping and Hiffing 
INSTRUCTIVELY, They wou’d, foon, raife the 
Stage, to an unexpected Degree of Improvement : 
and, It cou’d, no longer, be a Complaint, behind 
the Scenes, that, while the Baw/izg, and the Mouthy, 
are always fure of Applaufe, the moft paflionate 
Delicacies of NATURE pals, umprais’d, and an- 
notic d, 

I was under a Concern, of this Kind, very lately, 
to obferve a too remifls, unmjudeing Audience, (at 
Covent-Garden Theatre) unrows’d by fome mafterly 





where Mr. Ryan out-went any thing, I Kad feen 
done in it, before; and, reach’d:(to fay all in a 
Word) the whole Reality, with which Nature Her. 
felf, cou’d have infpir’d fuch an aged, terrified, ap- 
prehenfive, unwilling, Difcoverer, of That Truth 
which he knows, muft have Confequences, fo fatal. 
--- I confefs, indeed, they applauded: but, the Ap- 
plaufe was difproportion’d to the Merit. 

Havin fallen upon Mention of this Play, E ent. 
brace the Occafion, of recommending, to the Ex- 
amination of proper Judges, Mr. DELANE’s Per- 
formance, in the Character of OEDrPus. --~ I had 
feen him, fo different an Actor, but a little before, 
and carried away with me fuch i#ferior Expecta- 
tions, that, I am /ure, He, who, in fo fhort a 
Time, has been able to advance, fuch Lengths, in 
juft Reflexion, cannot poffibly meet with Encou- 
eens, which he willnot rife, toreward. --From 
aformer Relaxedne/s , in his Air, from an Identity 
in his Countenance, andan Excefs of Vociferation in 
his Utterance, He wasy now, become as it were 
ina Moment, fignificantly Nervous, in his Mien, 
expreffively pointed in his Aéction, attentively in- 
terefted, in his Silence; All His Looks were the 
Refults of his Paffiows; and His Voice, was ftill 
mufically varied, to the different Demands of his 
Meanings. --- He was warm’d, to the Extent of his 
terrible Part, and, he warm’d Every Heart, in 
the Audience. 

I have nothing to recommend to his Care, but an 
Endeavour to fharpen, or attenuate (I don’t know 
which, \ fhou’d callit) a Kind of Fulnefs: or Broad- 
nefs, in his Delivery ; that, a little, roughens, and 
excumbers, his Harmony. --- He will apprehend me 
more clearly, if I give him a little Inftance, from 
his. Manner of exgulphing, in a guttural Pronuncia- 
tion, the Syllable, Ha! by too Ba/s an Inbaling 
of the Sound, upon a {as in Haw-THORN :) whereas 
ft ought to be accented but in the middle Degree, 
like thea (as an Englifhman founds it) inHarpy, 
---not Soft, (as in Hafty.) 

To confefs a clear ‘l'ruth, The whole Caf, of 
Oepripus, at That Theatre, is fo very well hit, 
that No thinking Mind cou’d have efcaped Senfe 
of Paix, at the too cold Effect, of fo animated a 
a Keprefentation. 


To the PROMPTER. 


SIR, Decem. 18, 1735. 


. IN DING myfelf attack’d, in this Day’s 
Grub, in the Perfon of the Prompter, about 
the Words Saliares and Flamines Diales, I think 
myfelf obliged, in order to juftify you, to give 
the true Account of the Errata. 
“ WHEN I wrote that Letter to you, I had 
been reading Fuvenal, and fome other Writers, 
where the Words Pontifices Salios, and Dapes 
“ Saliaret, had been ufed. My Head, fuller of 
Matter than Words, apply’d inadvertently the Word 
Saliares to both; for after all this great Buftle, it is 
no more abfurd to fay, in Latin, Poutifices Sa- 
liares, than in Englifh, Salian Priefts ; or Ponti- 
“¢ fices Saliares, than Dapes Saliares. Salius, as 
“ well as Saliaris, is an Adjective, and this latter 
“ as Claffical as the firft. 
“ As to Diales, I know well there was but one 
Flamen Dialis; but there were Flamines, Dialis, 
Martialis, Quirinalis, &c. 1 own ’twas my Fault 
not to write more legibly, a Word {0 eaiy to be 
miftaken, as Flamines Diales, was for Flamines 
Dialis ; id eft Dial. gc. as it fhou’d in three 
Letters be wrote. 
‘““ I fhall, for your fake, take care for the future 
to wrice more plain , tho’, as to the Criticifm of 
the Drayman, the Fault cenfured, taking it in 
its wortt Senfe, is cue of thofe Horace calls Faults 
of Incuria, or Parum caute Nutaure, and are 
beneath the Notice of a true Cricick, 
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Yours, T. B. 





Printed tor T. Cooper, at the G/obe in Pater-nofier Kow : 
taken in. And where the tormer Numbers may be had 
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